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Countywide Overview

Introduction
The characteristics of Shelby
County are as unique as its scenic natural landscapes. Whether
you consider its historical farming communities or areas that
have experienced recent economic growth, the county offers
something different for many individuals, families and businesses. A central location is a
natural destination for business
and community development. Another indication of desirability in
a community is an exceptional
educational system, and Shelby
County schools have consistently
ranked among the best in the
State. Consisting of proud municipalities,
cities and towns - each community and their
citizens strive to make Shelby County not
only a great place to live, but also to work
and play. These distinctive combinations
are the reasons why so many people are
proud to call Shelby County home.
Shelby County covering more than 800
square miles, is located in the geographical center of the State of Alabama. Its
neighbors to the north are Jefferson and
St. Clair Counties; to the east, Talladega
and Coosa Counties; and Chilton and Bibb
Counties to the south and southwest.
Shelby County contains a wide variety of
landforms including the southern extremity of the Appalachian mountain range, rivers, plateaus, ridges, and valleys, punctuated with lakes and streams. There are
numerous small lakes throughout the
County. The two major lakes are Lay Lake
and Lake Purdy. The County features a
diverse terrain with its highest point reaching 1,500 feet above sea level and its lowest along the Coosa River at 396 feet.

Highland Lakes

Ecosystem
Much of Shelby County's appeal to current,
as well as to prospective residents, business owners and visitors, lies in the beauty
of our natural landscapes and in the
lifestyle that is afforded by many of our
natural resources. We believe that successful stewardship of the environment and a
robust economy and development of desirable places to live, work and play are mutually supportive - not constraints on one
another. Responsible development carried
out in harmony with the natural environment is essential to the county's continued growth and prosperity.
Shelby County has a complex natural environment composed of many specialized
habitats located within two primary forest
ecosystem regions, described as the Basin
Region (i.e., referring to the Coal Basin
area of the Cumberland Plateau) and the
Coosa Valley Region.
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The Basin Region is dominated by dry oakpine forest on most uplands and ridges,
with more oak or other hardwood-dominated woodlands on lower areas. Beech
and other hardwood species of the oakhickory forest type may dominate sheltered
slopes, rich coves and areas along streams.
Virginia pine is common on exeric bluff
exposures and on many of the dry hills in
the Basin Region. Loblolly pine, shortleaf pine and longleaf pine are found in
dry upland woods accompanied by south-

ern red oak, white oak, black and eastern
redbud. Richer woods and floodplains may
also be populated with loblolly pine intermingled with laurel oak, tulip poplar, beech,
sycamore and various magnolia species.
Loblolly pine dominates the Coosa Valley
Region. Loblolly pine occupies 31 percent
of the County’s forested lands. Other common species include shortleaf pine, white
oak, water oak, post oak, southern red oak,
willow oak, tulip poplar, red maple, flower-
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ing dogwood, and sweetbay. These species
variously constitute oak-pine, oak-hickory,
and oak-gum-cypress forest types.

Limestone and dolomite glades are relatively level areas where weathering has
exposed underlying rock strata. These
habitats have very thin or no soil layer.
Limestone glades in our area are home
to distinct flora with many species found
nowhere else on earth. A unique subtype
of this habitat, the Ketona Dolomite glade
(ALNHP 2003), is well developed in the
area of the Little Cahaba River-Cahaba
River confluence where a number of rare
plants in very unusual assemblages are
found.

Limestone and dolomite glades

Sandstone glades are similar in origin and
topography to limestone glades. Vegetation on these glades is very different from
those on limestone glades, though rare
and unusual plants may also be associated with them.
Water tupelo swamp has a very restricted,
but locally prominent, distribution in
Shelby County that is disjunct from its
more typical areas of occurrence elsewhere in Alabama. Its chief occurrence is
near Longview and southeast of Alabaster. One such prominent area is known
locally as the Forrest Crim Swamp and
located immediately west of Shelby County
Airport.

Sandstone glades

Longleaf pine flatwoods consists of
longleaf pine-dominated woodlands on low,
relatively flat sandy, gravelly soils that
more closely resemble Lower Gulf Coastal
Plain habitats, to the extent that some even
contained pitcher plants.

Water tupelo swamp
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Smaller Specialized Habitats
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Longleaf pine flatwoods
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Cahaba River

Shelby County's aquatic systems deserve
additional consideration as specialized
habitat. Two major systems comprise all
the drainages in Shelby County: the Coosa
River system and the Cahaba River system. Both rivers originate above the Fall
Line, which has limited upstream migration of animal species from the Coastal
Plain, and therefore, the influence that
these species might have exerted has also
been limited.
Since the Cahaba River heads in the southern end of the Ridge and Valley physiographic province, this has resulted in the
upper end of this drainage becoming very
isolated, permitting it to develop a unique
assemblage of organisms. In fact, the
Cahaba River is home to several species
formally listed as Endangered or Threatened under the U.S. Endangered Species
Act of 1973. The Cahaba Shiner, flat
pebblesnail, triangular kidneyshell (mussel), cylindrical lioplax (snail), and other
endangered species are known from the
main channel of the Cahaba River, Buck
Creek and its tributaries, and Shoal Creek.
Six formally listed Threatened species
(Blue Shiner, Goldline Darter, OrangeNacre Mucket(mussel), Alabama
Mocassinshell
(mussel),
Round
Rocksnail, & Painted Rocksnail) are reported from the Cahaba drainage, except
for the Painted Rocksnail, which is reported from the Buxahatchee Creek, and
for the Alabama Mocassinshell, which was
reported without documenting the locality, or localities of occurance.

Blue Shiner
Threatened Species

Cahaba Shiner
Endangered Species

Goldline Darter
Threatened Species

Southern Clubshell
Endangered Species

Alabama Mocassinshell
Threatened Species

the influence of the southern Blue Ridge.
Like the Cahaba River, the Coosa River
and its tributaries are home to several
listed species including mussels such as
the southern acornshell, southern
clubshell and triangular kidneyshell, as
well as the Alabama livebearing snail.
Rare animal species also occur in our
County. Lake Purdy is home to the redcockaded woodpecker, gray bat and Indiana bat. Calera is home to the Mississippi
Gopher Frog. Finally, the Georgia aster is
known from a single locality in northern
Shelby County.

Proper recognition and understanding, and
consequently management, of ecosystems
and habitats will contribute directly to the
conservation and continued presence of
healthy natural systems in Shelby County,
along with the species of animals and
plants that live in them. It can further
result in and serve to contribute to the
maintenance of important traditional segments of the county's economy (by preserving healthy agricultural and
sylvicultural bases), in the maintenance
of scenic resources (by promoting higher
quality of life, attracting desirable growth,
helping to ensure higher property values),
and in the maintenance of other important natural resources (specifically helping to maintain and improve the quality
and availability of both surface water and
groundwater supplies).
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The Coosa River originates in the southern Blue Ridge physiographic province in
northern Georgia and does not reach the
Fall Line until Wetumpka in Elmore
County. Its unique animal population is
not only a result of isolation but also of

Select Endangered Species
Gray Bat

Red Cockaded
Woodpecker

All total, Shelby County provides critical
habitat for 10 formally listed Endangered
animals species, six listed Threatened species and two species designated as Candidates for listing as Threatened or Endangered.
Knowledge of all rare species, not only
those that are federally listed, is valuable for several reasons. Stable populations of rare species tend to function as
an easy-to-read indicator of the health of
the larger ecosystem, where as declining
populations very frequently serve as an
indicator of environmental problems.

Mississippi Gopher
Frog
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PHYSIOGRAPHIC
REGIONS

Source: Dept. of Geography, College of Arts and Sciences, The University of Alabama; & Lanier Environmental Consultants, Inc., Montgomery Alabama

Physiography
Physiography, a function of geological features responding to external forces of
weathering on the surface of the land, directly and indirectly influences land use
patterns. Shelby County is located completely within the Alabama Ridge and Valley physiographic province, with four separate districts trended northeast to southwest occurring in the county.
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Approximately three-fifths of the County
is located in the Coosa Valley (COV) district that extends from the base of Double
Oak Mountain east toward the Coosa River.
The remaining two-fifths of the County comprises the Coosa Ridges (COR), Cahaba
Valley (CAV) and Cahaba Ridges (CAR) districts.
The Coosa Valley and Cahaba Valley districts contain the lands of lowest eleva-

tion and lowest relief in the county. As a
consequence, these areas are the most
easily developed in the county. As a matter of fact, all major cities and towns are
located in these districts. Most agricultural
lands are distributed in the central and
eastern portions of the Coosa Valley district and in the southern end of the
Cahaba Valley district. The two major
streams in the county, the Cahaba River
and the Coosa River, flow through these
areas. The resulting availability of surface
water and ground water resources, and
certain mineral and other resources has
resulted in most of the county's industrial
base being located in these same areas.
The less easily developed Coosa Ridges and
Cahaba Ridges district have remained predominantly forested due to their relatively
high relief and potentially less stable geology.

Summary of Constraints and Opportunities by Physiographic Region
Constraints

Opportunities / Development Capability

Numerous abandoned mines; aquatic federally
listed rare species present; unstable soils, erosion
susceptible, moderate-steep slopes; siltation in
Cahaba Ridges
streams and drains with resultant impacts to
(CAR)
water quality; habitat; increased likelihood of
property and personal safety hazards as
consequence.

Maintain forested state as water quality asset;
reclamation of abandoned strip mines; scenic
viewsheds. Forestry; outdoor recreation;
greenways associated with stream valleys; low
intensity and small developments; Wildlife
Management Area as venue for outdoor
recreation with opportunity to develop supporting
business and create additional income.

Quarries and dewatering issues; sinkholes; rare
species; flooding and persistent standing water as
a result of plugging of natural drainage points
Cahaba Valley
(due to construction site prep.); population
(CAV)
increases demand on groundwater resources fed
by aquifers under development itself; loss of
farmland.

Good opportunities for greenway development,
deed restrictions and covenants that maintain
forested areas, natural vegetation and soil
structures; commercial development with parking
garages or on top to decrease impervious surface
area requirements. Best use low and medium
intensity with innovative approaches for higher
intensity development.

Unstable soils and geology; potential for rock/land
Coosa Ridges slides; potential for property and hazards as a
(COR)
consequence of construction in habitats naturally
susceptible to fire.

Least number of rare species; most dramatic
viewscapes; continued development for outdoor
recreation (possible waterfront development along
Coosa). Development that preserve viewscapes
and avoid conflict with unstable soils and geology;
smaller scale construction efforts.

Coosa Valley
(COV)

Rare species, mostly aquatic; proposed critical
habitat; industrial development siting due to
aquifer recharge and groundwater sources as
greatest source of public drinking water; erosion
control.

Complex aquifer system; rural landscape.
Forestry; agricultural and alternative agricultural;
medium and higher intensity development as
transportation and other supporting infrastructure
is extended.
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Physiographic
Region

Summary: Within the county boundaries, development and construction impacts follow the Coosa and Cahaba watershed defined
by the ridges.

Sinkholes
When limestone or carbonate rocks interacts with underground water, the water
dissolves the rocks to
form karst topography
- an amalgamation of
caves, underground
channels, and a
rough and bumpy
ground surface. Karst
topography is named
for the Kras plateau
region of eastern Italy
and western Slovenia
(Kras is Karst in German for "barren
land"). The underground water of karst
topography carves
out impressive channels and caves that
are susceptible to collapse from the surface. When enough
carbonate rock is
eroded from underground, a sinkhole
(also called a doline)
may develop.

Natural sinkholes are present in the westcentral portion of the county, but they can
also occur elsewhere, such as those present
south-southeast of Wilsonville. Sinkholes in-
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duced by human activity (e.g. quarry dewatering, excessive pumping of groundwater) also are present, primarily in the
southwestern end of the county.
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Karst topography is also responsible for
cave formation. Natural caves are uncommon in Shelby County. However, at least
one is known from the Upper Cahaba Valley district on the Cahaba Heights Quadrangle near Lake Purdy. Springs outcrop
in a variety of geologic situations but predominantly in water-bearing limestone or
carbonate rocks and dolomites which are
most prominent in the Cahaba Valley and
Coosa Valley physiographic districts.

Hydrology
Water quality and availability are the most
critical reasons for an adequate understanding of the county's various water
resources, and proper management and
allocation of these resources may represent the most complex set of natural resource issues facing the county.

Streams
Shelby County is located within the Alabama River watershed but is drained by
two separate major river basins. The eastern two-thirds of the county is in the
Coosa River Basin. Major streams draining this part of the county include
Waxahatchee Creek, Yellowleaf Creek and
Kelly Creek. Important smaller tributaries include Shoal Creek (in the north end
of the county), Bear Creek, Muddy Prong
and Clear Prong. The western one-third of
the county is in the Cahaba River Basin.
Major tributaries to the Cahaba include
Little Cahaba River, Buck Creek, Piney
Woods Creek and Shoal Creek (in the
southwestern end of the county).

Aquifers
Most of Shelby County is located in the
Alabama Valley and Ridge groundwater
province, but a small area in the southern portion of the county is in the Piedmont Upland groundwater province. Five
aquifer systems are
present in the county
and are depicted on
the map. Large volumes
of groundwater in the
county are available in
water-bearing dolomites and limestones
in the Cahaba Valley
physiographic district
and in the eastern portion of the Coosa Valley district. These waters are part of the
Valley and Ridge aquifer system and the Fort
Pay n e - T u s c u m b i a
Aquifer. The remainder,
and larger part, of the
county has only small
amounts of groundwater available. These areas are served by the
Pottsville Aquifer by local confining units,
and by meta-sedimentary and metavolcanic
aquifers.

Flooding
Flooding, though temporary, is an important aspect of surface hydrology, and certain areas of Shelby County are more prone
to flood impacts than others.

Water Quality and Availability
Increasing urbanization places constant
and significant demands on both surface
and groundwater resources. As certain
natural aquatic systems have declined as
a result of a combination of demands for
hydropower generation, for other industrial uses, and for potable water supplies
for municipalities, pressures to regulate
and stabilize flows in these systems have
increased and, to some degree, have been
implemented through means of legislation
or court orders. Siltation runoff from agri-

The complexity of the County's environment underscores the need for a balanced
and considered stewardship approach to
development of the land. Successful stewardship of the environment, a robust
economy, and development of desiralble
places to live, work and play are mutually
supportive - not constraints one upon th
other. Development means the purposeful,
planned, considered use of the land, not
necessarily construction. Shelby County
is located in an area rich with natural
resources. Clean air and water are necessary for the county’s continued growth
and prosperity, making environmental conservation a good business decision.
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Meadowbrook Office Park - Highway 280

cultural and construction activities,
stormwater runoff from roadways, hazardous substance spills, and deposition of effluent from improperly or inadequately
treated waste water further serve to degrade existing resources. One or more of
these influences has resulted in direct impacts to the two major stream systems in
Shelby County. Improper management,
along with declines in water quality and
availability may produce other negative economic impacts as well. These include increased water treatment cost, declining
property values, physical damage to existing structures and conflicts among various water resources users within neighboring counties, and with state and/or federal laws.
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Historical & Cultural Assets
Shelby County was created by an act of
the Alabama Territorial General Assembly
on February 7, 1818, from former Creek
Indian territory ceded in the Treaty of Fort
Jackson. Shelby County was one of the
largest counties in the state encompassing all of present day St. Clair County and
parts of other counties.
The first courthouse located in Shelbyville,
present day Pelham, was built at a cost of
$53 and was used until 1826. In 1826,
the courthouse location was relocated to
an old school building in Columbia, located
in central Shelby County. An Act of the
Legislature changed Columbia to
Columbiana in January 1832 and the
county seat was then permanently located
in Columbiana.

Saunders Family Covered Bridge
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The first settlers of Shelby County were
Indians of the Creek nation, specifically
the Uchies, Natchez and Alabama tribes.
Creek villages were concentrated along the
Coosa and Cahaba Rivers, near Wilsonville
and in North Shelby County respectively.
The Asi-Lanipi Village on Yellowleaf Creek
near Chelsea was the longest remaining
village and was not removed until 1836
during the Second Indian War. Other Creek
Villages include Assuanapi on Yellowleaf
Creek, Osoonee on the east side of the
Cahaba River approximately two miles
about the influx of Shades Creek; and
Tulavahaja on the west side of the Cahaba
River due south of Birmingham.

The first authentic records of Shelby
County date from 1820 when settlers held
their lands by Squatter Sovereignty until
government Land Offices were opened in
1821 to grant titles. Most of these first
Shelby County residents came from South
Carolina, Tennessee, and Kentucky. As indicated in the 1820 Shelby County census records, two years after it was created, the county's population was 2,492.
The first settlements were at Montevallo
(known as Wilson's Hill until 1823),
Harpersville, Wilsonville, Shelbyville, and
Calera. (Seales, 2003)
The history of Shelby County is evident in
the historical effects that dot the county's
cultural landscape. There are five historic
properties and one historic district listed
on the National Register of Historic Places.
(National Park Service, 2003) In addition, there are 29 properties on the
Alabama Register of Landmarks and
Heritage. (Alabama Historical Commission, 2003)
Additionally, Shelby County offers a
variety of historically related cultural
venues. The Shelby County Museum
and Archives and the Shelby County
Historical Society, both located in the
old courthouse building in Columbiana,
offer a glimpse into the County's past
through the museum's extensive collection of records and artifacts. The
Heart of Dixie Railroad Museum in
Calera highlights the important role
the railroad played in the development
of Shelby County. The Shelby Iron Works
Park in the community of Shelby features
the history of the charcoal iron industry.
The Aldrich Coal Mine Museum housed in
the company store of the former Montevallo
Coal Mining Company, and the beautiful
Farrington Hall, built by Mr. and Mrs. William Farrington Aldrich, houses many
Aldrich items from its past and an enormous number of pictures and artifacts. A
recent addition in Shelby County is The
American Village in Montevallo, a nationally-pioneering citizenship education center and historical park. (Seales, 2003)
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Development Patterns
The following map reveals the location of
growth areas in the county.
Development has generally occurred following major highway corridors. Historical growth followed the State Highway 25
corridor, which forms a southern growth
crescent. A northern growth crescent containing the newer suburban development
follows the Cahaba Valley southwest and
spills down the U.S. Highway 31 / Interstate 65 corridor down to the Maylene
area. The Town of Chelsea and the City of
Columbiana occupy the center of two
crosses of emerging development. The fingers of each cross extend outward from
the center down the major transportation
corridors of County Road 47, County Road
43, U.S. Highway 280, State Highway 70
and shares part of the State Highway 25
corridor.
Development in the Historical Crescent extending from the Town of Vincent southwest to the City of Montevallo contains
some of the oldest development in the

county. Development in these areas is
mostly on acreage in conjunction with agricultural uses. Support services are located in town centers located along State
Highway 25. Development in these areas
doesn't appear to have a unifying character other than being located off state or
county roads.
The Suburban Crescent contains a mix of
older, well-established neighborhoods and
development commonly associated with the
explosive growth in unincorporated north
Shelby County, southern part of the City
of Alabaster, western part of the Town of
Helena and parts of the City of Pelham.
The range of age of these developments is
almost 30 years with some embedded pockets of older dwellings. They are characterized by mostly ranch type or split level
houses with low to moderately steep roof
pitches on narrower, non-curbed streets
to developments that area characterized
by homes which are larger, and are more
vertical with steeper roof pitches with more
attention to architectural style. The newer
developments (post-1980) are constructed
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following more rigorous standards for
streets and access as required by the
newly adopted subdivision regulations. The
Suburban Crescent will expand into adjacent areas over time.
An Exurban Crescent is beginning to
emerge along the County Road 11 - U.S.
Highway 280 corridor with expansion areas north and south along County Roads
43 and 47. These areas contain some of
the newest developments (say within the
last five years) in the county and are often designed to maximize the use of land
rather than architectural style. These developments typically follow market trends
of smaller more affordable houses on
smaller lots although larger, more vertical houses are still common. An unfortunate side effect of this trend toward
smaller houses on small lots is the tendency to mass grade large areas effectively re-creating the landscape to maximize lot yield.
Several areas of Isolated Development are
located near the river or along other secondary County Roads. These areas are
still largely undeveloped.

Population Characteristics
Ê Nationally, Shelby County
is in the top four percent of
County growth rates calculated between 1990 and 2000.
Ê Shelby County experienced nearly a 277 percent
increase in population between 1970 and 2000 and
more growth has followed
with annual population increases around 3.3 percent.
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Ê Shelby County currently
has almost 160,000 residents
and is projected by the Regional Planning Commission
of Greater Birmingham to
have approximately 231,500
persons by the year 2020.

tion growth at rates below that of the state
and the nation. This reflected the general
rural character and agricultural economy
of the County. In the 1960's, however,
the population of Shelby County began to
increase at much faster rates than in preceding years, usually exceeding growth
rates in both the State of Alabama as a
whole and the United States.
According to the Census Bureau, the population of Shelby County increased by
28,261 persons from 1970 -1980, 33,060
persons from 1980 - 1990, and 43,935
persons from 1990 - 2000. Thus, Shelby
County has grown by over 105,250 residents since 1970. This is an overall
growth rate increase of nearly 277 percent.
There are 17 municipalities that are either completely or partially within Shelby
County. The largest and historically fastest growing municipality that is completely within the county is the City of
Alabaster with a population of 25,462,
according to a 2003 Census estimate. The
combined population of incorporated
places represents more than 61 percent
of the county's total population, up from
51 percent in 1990. Nine of these municipalities have experienced growth rates

160,000

Population Growth Since 1970

143,293

140,000

120,000
99,358
100,000

80,000
66,298
60,000
38,037
40,000

20,000

0
1970

The population of Shelby County has more
than tripled from 27,576 in 1930 to
143,293 in 2000. Between 1930 and
1960 Shelby County experienced popula-

1980

1990

2000

Hoover 17,201

Montevallo 5,033
Pelham 17,396

Helena 11,917

Vestavia Hills
23

Harpersville 1,680
Columbiana 3,526

Vincent 1,914

Chelsea 3,493
Unincorporated
Shelby County
61,565

Calera 4,993
Birmingham
531

Wilsonville 1,666
Wilton 589

Alabaster
25,462

natural increase. Net migration is the
difference of in-migration and out-migration. Much of the population growth in
Shelby County has occurred as a result
of high rates of in-migration. In 2000,
net migration rates in the County were
substantially higher than state rates.
The net migration rate for the County
was 32.4 percent as compared to 5.2
percent for the State from 1990 - 1999.

Age
2003 Population Estimate for Municipalities

above 50 percent from 1980-2003 (Alabaster, Calera, Chelsea, Harpersville, Helena, Hoover, Indian Springs Village,
Pelham, and Wilsonville).
The growth of these municipalities can
be attributed to their proximity to growth
corridors such as U.S. Highway 280, U.S.
Highway 31, and Interstate 65, aggressive annexation policies, the pursuit of
new funding sources, and the desire of
new residents to live in areas where their
demand for public facilities and services
can be met.

The "baby boom" is maturing into middle
years with the age category of 45 to 64
growing the most rapidly during the past
10 years at 94 percent. The senior population, age 65 and older, has the second
highest growth rate at 61 percent since
the 1990 Census.
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Indian Springs Village
2,340
Leeds 116

An age-sex population pyramid is a useful
tool to analyze the age structure of the
population. The population pyramid illustrates the proportion of each age group by
sex within the population. The population
Population by Age & Sex
1960
85 & over

Population Density

Male

Female

80 to 84
75 to 79
70 to 74

Population density is determined by dividing the number of people in the area
by the size of the area, usually the number of acres or square miles. A high density indicates that many people are living in a relatively small area while a low
density indicates a small number of people
living in a relatively large area.
Density in Shelby County is quite low
averaging about 178 persons per square
mile. As one might expect, though, density varies considerably throughout the
county with the highest densities being
in the northern census tracts where the
number of persons per square mile averages 1,500 up to a high of 2,600. Densities in the southern census tracts average 150 persons per square mile.
Components of Population Change: Population change is comprised of three basic
components: births, deaths, and net migration. The number of births minus the
number of deaths is referred to as the

65 to 69
60 to 64
55 to 59
50 to 54
45 to 49
40 to 44
35 to 39
30 to 34
25 to 29
20 to 24
15 to 19
10 to 14
5 to 9
Under 5

Population by Age & Sex
2000
85 & over
80 to 84
Male

Female

75 to 79
70 to 74
65 to 69
60 to 64
55 to 59
50 to 54
45 to 49
40 to 44
35 to 39
30 to 34
25 to 29
20 to 24
15 to 19
10 to 14
5 to 9
Under 5
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pyramids presented here for 1970 and
2000 respectively illustrate the changes
in the County's age distribution.
The age distribution in Shelby County has
undergone significant changes over the
past several decades. The median age is
34.9, which reflects a national trend toward an older population. In 1990, the
median age for Shelby County was 31.5,
for Alabama - 33, and the U.S. - 32.9. In
2000, the median age for Alabama was
35.8 and the U.S. was 35.3. This means
that 50 percent of Shelby County residents
were older than 34.9 years and 50 percent were younger. The median age in
Shelby County is younger than that of either the state, which has a median age of
35.8, or the nation. While the median age
in Shelby County remained below that of
the nation, 2000 census results indicate a
trend toward an older population that is
consistent with national trends. The
younger population in Shelby County is
primarily the result of in-migration.

Gender
The gender composition of Shelby County's
population has remained essentially unchanged over the last several decades. The
male-female composition has historically
favored females by a narrow margin, a
trend observable nationwide. The percent
male was 49 percent in 1990 and 49 percent in 2000. The percent female was 51
percent in 1990 and 2000.

Race and Ethnicity
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Shelby County is not representative of the
state or nation in terms of its racial composition. The 2000 Census reported that
7.4 percent of the total County population
is black or African American. The Hispanic or Latino population is the second
largest minority group in Shelby County
representing two percent of the total population in the County.

Educational Attainment
Shelby County is a highly educated community in which almost 87 percent of the

adult population has graduated from high
school, and 41.8 percent or 39,329 persons, have a college education. An additional 20,799 have attended college but
do not have a degree.

Households
Shelby County gained 18,788 households
during the decade of the 1990's to a Census 2000 total of 54,631. Shelby County
has more married couple households than
single person households. The number
of households without children marginally exceeds the number with children.
Householders living alone increased the
most dramatically since the 1990 Census
at 70 percent as compared to family
households of two or more people. The
average household and family size continues to decrease. The average household size, which remains in line with the
national average, decreased from 2.71 in
1990 to 2.59 in 2000. The average family size decreased from 3.12 in 1990 to
3.04 in 2000, slightly lower than the national average, 3.14.

Housing
According to the 2000 Census, there are
a total of 59,302 housing units in Shelby
County. This represents an increase of
20,101 housing units over the 39,201
units identified in the 1990 Census. About
42,720 units or 72 percent of the housing stock consists of single family, including both detached houses and attached
townhouses. The number of multifamily
units, apartments, and condominiums,
increased to 7,531 or 12.7 percent of the
housing stock; down as a percentage from
16.5 percent in 1990. Between 1990 and
2000, the home ownership rate remained
relatively stable at 92 percent. As of
2000, 44,226 households in the County
own their own home, an increase of
35,985 from 1990.
The median value
of owner occupied housing has increased
dramatically since 1980. The median
value in 1980 was $51,000 and in 1990
was $88,300. In 2000, the median value
of owner occupied units was $146,700.

Income
The 2000 Census reported that median
household income was $55,440 in 1999,
up nearly 50 percent from the 1990 Census. In 1999, more than 71 percent of
the county's population earned more than
$35,000 annually. Poverty levels in the
county continued to decline through the
1990's. According to the 2000 Census,
approximately 4.6 percent of county families live below the poverty level. This is
significantly lower than approximately
12.5 percent of families in the state that
live below poverty level.

Commute Data
More than 73,770 Shelby County residents
reported commuting to work in 2000. Of
those commuting to work, over 86 percent
drove to work alone by car, truck, or van.

The percentage of persons whom reported
carpooling decreased from 11.9 percent
in 1990 to 9 percent in 2000. Since 1990,
the mean travel time to work increased
almost 5 minutes for Shelby County residents to 28.6 minutes. Over two-thirds of
occupied households in Shelby County had
two or more vehicles, but nearly 4 percent had no vehicle available.

Economic Characteristics
Unemployment Rate
The unemployment rate expresses the ratio of the unemployed civilian labor force
to the entire civilian labor force. The
county has historically enjoyed lower unemployment rates than the state and the
nation. According to the Census Bureau,
more than 74,600 people were employed
in 2000. In 2000, the unemployment rate
in Shelby County was 3 percent. This was
the lowest unemployment rate in the state,
which was at 6.2 percent in 2000.
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This represents a significant rate increase
of approximately 188 percent over a 20year period.

321 (.4%)
1,256 (2.1%)

2000
37,119 (50.3%)
17,351 (29%)

729 (1%)
979 (1.6%)

408 (.6%)
487 (.8%)
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Largest Employers
The following is a listing of the
largest firms in Shelby County as
monitored by the Shelby County
Economic & Industrial Development Authority. All of these firms
have at least 100 employees. The
list illustrates that manufacturing remains a major component
of the local economic and employment base. However, the rise of
the service and trade sector is
reflected in the current list. The
service and trade sector includes
business and repair services, personal services, entertainment and
recreational services, health services, educational services, and
other professional and related services.

Company
Shelby County Board of Education
AmSouth Bank-Operations Center

Service
School System
Financial Institution

EBSCO Industries, Inc.
Shelby Baptist Medical Center
Wal-Mart
Southern Company Services
Computer Sciences Corporation
Shelby County Government
Bruno's Supermarkets
AllState Ins.- AL Claims Office
SYSCO Food Service of Central AL
University of Montevallo
Moore - Handley, Inc.
Elastic Corporation of America
Home Depot
Lowe's Home Improvement
Seaman Timber Company
Washington Group International
L.M. Berry & Company
Vulcan Engineering Company
Bethea Power Products
Vulcan Threaded Products
Lafarge (Formerly Blue Circle Cement)
Vulcan Information Packaging
Chemical Lime
AmeriSource

Magazine Sales, Commercial Printing
Hospital
Retail Sales
Utility & Engineering Co.
Information Technology for Health
Administration
County Governmental Services
Grocery Stores
Insurance Company
Foodservice Distribution Center
Public Senior University
Wholesale hardware distributor
Manufacture Elastic for Clothing
Home Improvement Products
Home Improvement Products
Timber and Plywood
Engineering & Construction Firm
Telephone Directory Company
Foundry Equipment
Manufactures Electrical Hardware
Threaded rods/anchor bolts
Cement Products
Manufactures Loose-leaf Binders
Lime Production
Pharmaceuticals

Citation Foam Casting Company
Dravo Lime
AC Legg Inc. Packaging Company
Saginaw Pipe Company

Manuf. Iron Castings for Auto Indust.
Lime & Limestone
Import Spices for Food/Meat Indust.
Specialty Metal Fabrication

Birmingham - Hoover
Metropolitan Statistical Area
(MSA) Employment
Characteristics
The Birmingham - Hoover MSA had a
population of 1,052,238 based on the
2000 Census. The 2003 population estimate for this area is 1,075,901, which
represents a population increase of 2.19
percent during the past three years.
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Once known as the South's largest
manufacturing center, the Birmingham
- Hoover MSA is among the most economically diverse regions in the nation.
Medicine & research, construction, electronics & telecommunications, manufacturing, retail trade, and financial services are the leading economic sectors.
The automotive industry has emerged
as a strong segment in the region's economic base with the location of major
automotive production facilities and suppliers. The largest employer of the region is the University of Alabama at Birmingham (UAB) with 16,000 employees. UAB, a leading research & medical

Retail trade sales

rapid growth in total population. The working age population presently represents
about 77 percent of the county's population.

Not all persons of working age are a part
of the labor force. Most obviously, the
very young and old, prison inmates, and
others with an inability to do so do not
engage in employment activity. Individuals of working age who do not participate
in employment activity are said to be economically inactive. The labor force defines the economically active population
as those individuals of working age who
are employed or actively seeking employment (i.e. unemployed) and includes both
persons in
the civilian labor force and
Retail Sales in Shelby County
those serving
1994 - 2001
in the armed
forces. The civilian labor
force is the
economically
active nonmilitary population.

Thousands

The volume of retail trade sales is a good
indicator of the condition of the local
economy. According to the Alabama Department of Industrial Relations, retail
sales have steadily increased during the
past eight years in Shelby County. Retail
trade sales increased almost 66 percent
during the years of 1994 - 2001. During
the same period of time, retail sales increased 20 percent for the Birmingham Hoover Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA).

1,400,000
1,200,000
1,000,000
800,000
600,000
400,000
200,000
0
1994

1995

1996

1997

Labor Force
The working age population includes those
individuals 16 years of age and older. Census data indicates that the working age
population in Shelby County stood at approximately 109,600 in 2000, an increase
of approximately 34,600 persons since
1990. This represents a 46 percent increase from 1990. The majority of the
growth in the working age population has
occurred since 1970, corresponding to the

Corresponding to the increase in the
working age
population in
the county,
the
labor
force
has
1998
1999
2000
2001
dramatically
expanded.
Census data
indicates that the county's labor force
stood at approximately 77,100 persons in
2000. More than 70 percent of the working age population was part of the labor
force in 2000. The largest increase in the
labor force occurred during the last 10
years, between 1990 and 2000, by approximately 25,100 persons. The civilian
labor force represented 99 percent of the
labor force in 2000. According to recent
labor force statistics for July 2004, the
civilian labor force was 86,250 persons.
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center, anchors 10 premier institutions of
higher learning in the area.
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Occupied Characteristics of
Employed Persons
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Data concerning employment characteristics are generally presented in terms of
employment by industry or employment
by occupation. Employment by industry
refers to the specific industry in which a
person is employed regardless of their occupation. The following provides the percent distribution of jobs associated with
all of the industry groups as reported by
the 2000 Census.

scientific, management, administrative, and
waste management services; (4) finance,
insurance, real estate, and rental and leasing; and (5) manufacturing.

Rural Economy

Until the 1960’s, Shelby County’s economy
was largely based on agriculture and
farming. In addition to providing the economic foundation of the community, this
agricultural economy has molded the
county’s historical landscape and rural
lifestyle. Agriculture and farming as a sector of the economy has steadily declined in the last 40 years, howManagement, Professional ........................................... 42.8 percent
ever it continues to impact the
economy by attracting new resiService, Occupations ...................................................... 9.5 percent
dents in search of its idyllic pastoSales and Office ............................................................. 28.8 percent
ral lifestyle. This characteristic ruFarming, Fishing, Forestry ............................................. 0.3 percent
ral landscape provides the scenic
Construction, Extraction, Maintenance ........................ 9.7 percent
backdrop for many historic sites,
Production, Transportation ............................................ 8.9 percent
such as the Shelby Iron Works, as
well as destinations, such as the
American Village. Agriculture and
Employment by occupation on the other
farming contributes both directly and inhand refers to specific occupations regarddirectly to the economy and economic deless of the industry in which they are
velopment in Shelby County.
employed. Some occupation groups are
The farm belt extends basically across the
closely related to certain industries. Opsouthern portion of the County to include
erators of transportation equipment and
the small town, historic communities
farm operators and workers account for
along Alabama State Highway 25. Formajor portions of their respective indusage (crops used for producing feed, such
tries of transportation and agriculture. The
as hay) and cotton are the major crops
industry categories, however, include perproduced in the county. The number of
sons in other occupations. For example,
farms in 2002 was down twelve percent
persons employed in the agriculture insince 1997 to 484 farms. The 64,197
dustry may also include truck drivers and
acres farmed in 2002 was down 19 peraccountants; persons employed in
the transportation industry may include mechanics, freight handlers,
sales persons, and secretaries. The
occupational characteristics of the
population are of particular interest because they serve as an indicator of the economic status of the
population. The largest industry
sectors based on 10 percent and
higher distribution are (1) educational, health and social services;
(2) retail trade; (3) professional,
Farm in Shelby
County

Political Realities
A major focus of this plan is to facilitate a
more regional or countywide perspective
for planning and supporting development.
The biggest problems facing the local governments of the County, are related to the
management and mitigation of the effects
of sprawl, such as traffic congestion and
degradation of environmental systems.
These are regional in nature and cannot
be solved by any one local government, as
the forces generating them are outside the
control of any particular local government.
These problems can only be solved through
inter and intra governmental coordination
and coooperation. The following is a summary of the major political issues that can
have an affect on any
attempts to manage or
influence the patterns
of growth and development in Shelby County.
There are 17 municipalities that are either
completely or partially
within Shelby County.
The majority of the
people living in Shelby
County live in incorporated areas. According to 2003 population
estimates from the Census Bureau, the combined population of incorporated places represents more than 61
percent of the county's
total population, up
from 51 percent in
1990. According to the
county's Geographic
Information System, in-

corporated places now account for 228
square miles or 28 percent of the county's
land area.
In 1982, Shelby County was granted special enabling legislation (Act 82-693) that
provided the County with zoning authority in the unincorporated area, and designated the Planning Commission as the authority for managing the zoning and subdivision regulations for the County, once
adopted by the Shelby County Commission.
Unfortunately, concerns of rural residents
that land use and zoning control would
unduly limit their property rights led to
the inclusion of Section 8, which requires
the beat by beat authorization by a referendum preceded by a complicated petition
process so discouraging that growth conditions generally must reach a critical point
before a petition drive is initiated. Beat
lines have historically been based on voting areas, which change periodically. Recently voting districts were changed to a
precinct system, and the beats’ boundaries
redrawn to reflect the new precinct lines.
Twelve zoning beats now exist under the
revised system. There are approximately
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cent from 79,062 acres in 1997. Shelby
County was first in the state for ducks,
though our top livestock item is cattle and
calves according to the USDA 2002 Census of Agriculture. Nursery, greenhouse,
floriculture, and sod produced the most
monetary value at almost $7.8 million in
2002.

I-19

A P
ath to the Futur
e
Path
Future

800 square miles in
Shelby County, more
than 47 percent of this
area represents the
portion that is unzoned, unincorporated;
as compared to 24 percent, which is zoned,
unincorporated.
Shelby County's Enabling Legislation and
its subsequent amendments, also authorize
the Planning Commission to develop a comprehensive plan and
regulations for guiding
and accomplishing coordinated, adjusted,
and harmonious development of Shelby
County which will best
promote:
Ê Health, safety, morals, order, convenience, prosperity,
and general welfare;
Ê Efficiency and economy in the process
of development;
Ê Safety from fire, flood, and other dangers;
Ê Healthful and convenient distribution
of population; and
Ê Wise and efficient expenditure of public funds.
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However, in those areas where land use
and zoning is available as a tool for growth
management, the County lack’s the authority to impose fines or penalties of a magnitude sufficient to prevent or reduce violations of development regulations. A general lack of coordination among the plans
and regulations of the County’s 17 municipalities’ is exacerbated by a tax system that forces municipalities to rely on
sales taxes for the bulk of their revenues,
resulting in nearby municipalities competing with each other for commercial development. Municipalities covet commercial
development, and have liberally interpreted
bad annexation statutes in order to

"cherry pick" commercial uses while bypassing logically connected low density
residential development. Low density residential development demands services in
excess of the revenues it generates, while
adding additional voters into the community. The "spider like" pattern of municipal boundaries which results from such
annexation practices, can result in service provision problems, particularly in the
area of public safety, and hinders the
community’s abilty to develop a sense of
place.
Additionally, growth and development patterns frequently result in the loss of natural landscapes, impoes undue burdens
upon natural systems & resources beyond
sustainable levels, and directly degrades
and destroys natural habitat. Such
changes also are oftern accompanied by
the creation of previously non-existent
problems (e.g., increased flooding, landslides, subsidence, natural wildfires in
residential areas). The incorporated communities not only contain the majority of
the county’s population but also significant

natural resources. Direct involvement in
resource management processes by each
municipality is strongly encouraged. Resource managment is best approached from
a countywide or regional perspective. While
much of the focus of the ecosystem analysis is related to land and water resources,
the area’s air quality and inclusion in the
Birmingham ozone non-attainment region
merit attention. It is a much more difficult task to influence this ecosystem component - factors such as weather and temperature are not controllable. However,
by creating traditional, compact, sustainable communities through intergovernmental cooperation Shelby County will remain
competitive in the global marketplace.

Community Investment

Finally, key infrastructure such as water
and sewer can be provided by municipalities and private corporations, with little
or no input from the County. If the planning and development of these services
are critical factors in facilitating development, cannot be coordinated and managed
under an area wide plan, any efforts to
control and redirect the County's development pattern will be extremely difficult.

Interstate highways include only Interstate
65 which runs north-south through the
County linking it with Birmingham and
Montgomery. U.S. Highways consist of U.S.
Highway 31 which is a major commercial
corridor which roughly parallels Interstate
65, U.S. Highway 280 which run generally east-west through the northeast portion of the County, and U.S. Highway 231
which runs from U.S. Highway 280 toward
Pell City to the east.

Shelby County's road transportation system is composed of a combination of paved
and unpaved roads. Shelby County contains approximately 940 miles of highways
of which 129 miles are not paved. According to the State of Alabama Department of Transportation, the total mileage
of state maintained highways in Shelby
County is as follows:
Interstate highways/ramps
U.S. highways
Alabama highways

32.2 miles
53.3 miles
119.0 miles

Major roadways are
classified by function
according to their role
in the highway network. Typically, the
role of the roadway in
the network is determined by the level of
mobility provided to automobile traffic by that
roadway. The Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) in conjunction with the Alabama Deparment of
Transportation
(ALDOT) is responsible
for maintaining the
functional classification of roadways for
Shelby County. To be
eligible for federal
funding, transportation
projects must be located on one of the
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Major Roadways

I-21

A P
ath to the Futur
e
Path
Future

functionally classified roads and programmed for improvements in the Long
Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) and its
three year capital improvement program,
the Transportation Improvement Program
(TIP). The following is a summary of miles

Interstate ............................................................................ 22.5 miles
Principal Arterial ............................................................... 39.6 miles

Shelby County Airport

Minor Arterial ................................................................... 209.5 miles

Shelby County has taken an active approach to reaching the
Rural Collector - Major .................................................... 180.7 miles
full potential of the airport.
Rural Collector - Minor ................................................... 117.9 miles
Through Shelby County Commission initiatives, it has leveraged
approximately $5.2 million in
of roadway based on functional classificafunds
from
either the federal or state govtion,
ernment for airport expansion and imNumerous projects are included in the Long
provements. Through these improvements,
Range Transportation Plan (LRTP). The
the airport has kept up with the economic
LRTP is the document in which all future
and recreational demand that the airport
transportation improvement projects are
has increasingly experienced. The airport
programmed. However, just because they
has provided an increased economic benare included in the LRTP, doesn't necesefit from other industries that have located
sarily mean they will be implemented. This
in the growing Calera and Alabaster coris because Shelby County is non-attainridor on Interstate 65. A June 2003 rement for ozone pollution and all transporport by the State Aeronautics Bureau estimated the annual economic impact from the airport at $4.32
million.
In Progress:
Urban Collector ................................................................. 65.5 miles

Runway Extension #2: 511
Foot Extension for
overall length of 5000
feet;
Addition of Hangar Pads,
Apron, and Access Road

FY 2001:
New Hangar Pads

FY 2000:
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tation projects must be tested to ensure
air quality limits are not exceeded. But, if
a project is not in the LRTP and therefore,
has not been tested, it is not eligible for
federal funding. Non-motorized projects
are typically not subject to air quality restrictions before they may be
implemented.

Runway Extension #1: 600
Foot Extension;
Parallel Taxiway Relocation

In 1994, the Shelby County Airport had 37 hangars available
and by 2004, there was available space for 80 additional
hangars. The airport's future
plans are to have 20 more
hangars available for based aircraft. All hangar rentals are
available on a first come-first
serve basis. The airport currently has approximately 92
based aircraft. Forecasts for
total general aviation operations at the Shelby County Airport are as follows: 2005 21,877; 2010 - 23,352; and
2020 - 26,302. Major projects
are illustrated by year in the
adjacent illustration.

Water Service
Area

The Shelby County water system was developed to provide a dependable water supply
for the various public
water distribution systems in the County.
Shelby County provides retail water service to more than
5,000 accounts and
wholesale water service to the water systems of Alabaster,
Pelham, Sterrett-Vandiver, Westover Water
Authority, and Vincent. A meter is in place
for the City of Leeds. In addition, a mutual
aid agreement is in effect between the
Shelby County water system and the Birmingham Water Works Board.
The Talladega-Shelby Water Treatment
Plant, located in Talladega County, became
operational in May 1988. Currently the
plant has a treatment capacity of approximately 13.8 million gallons per day (MGD).
In 2005, Shelby County will begin construction of its new South Water Treatment Plant, which will take water from
the Coosa River near Wilsonville. This
plant will be capable of treating 16 MGD.
After completion of the new plant and accompanying distribution mains, the City
of Calera will become a wholesale customer
of Shelby County.”
With the exception of the Shelby County
and Birmingham systems, all of the
County's water systems are dependent
upon water supplied from wells and springs.
Water provided by the Talladega-Shelby Re-
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Shelby County is
served by 20 public
water systems. This
includes twelve municipal water systems,
six rural water authorities, The University of Montevallo water system, and the
Shelby County water
system.

gional Water Filtration Plant will reduce
the County's dependence on groundwater
supplies and ease the uncertainties of possible source failures and contamination.
Municipal systems include: City of Alabaster; Birmingham Water & Sewer
Board; City of Calera; City of Columbiana;
Town of Harpersville; City of Helena; City
of Hoover City of Leeds; City of Montevallo;
City of Pelham; Town of Vincent; Town of
Wilsonville; and Town of Wilton.
The rural water authorities include: Bethel
Water Authority; Dunnavant Valley Water
Authority; Little Waxie Water Authority;
Spring Creek Water Authority; Sterrett /
Vandiver Water Authority; and Westover
Water Authority.
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Wastewater Service Systems
Wastewater collection systems are available in the cities on Alabaster, Calera,
Columbiana, Helena, Hoover, Montevallo,
Pelham, and Wilsonville. Additionally,
Shelby County and the Birmingham Water
Works and Sewer Board operate collection
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systems that serve portions of north Shelby
County. There are two
private systems serving the population
along U.S. Highway
280; DOWR (Double
Oak Water Reclamation) and Cheyenne
Environmental.

Schools
The Shelby County
Board of Education is
the primary educator
of school age children
in Shelby County. All
public schools, with the
exception of Hoover
City Schools, are operated and maintained
by the Shelby County
Board of Education.
Shelby County Schools
are recognized statewide for excellence in
academics and athletics and is one of the
largest educational systems in the State.
Shelby County Schools provide a wide
range of educational facilities that accommodate instructional programs for students
from kindergarten through grade 12. With
an annual budget exceeding $82 million,
the school system includes 18 elementary
and intermediate schools, 14 middle and
high schools, the Linda Nolen Learning
Center, the Shelby County Instructional
Service Center, and the Alternative Learning Center. As of May 2003, there were
21,838 students enrolled in Shelby County
schools. There were 10,430 students in
grades K-5, 11,136 students in grades 612, and 270 students in other locations.
The average class size is 18 students in
grades K-3, 26 students in grades 4-6, and
29 students in grades 7-12.
Our school system has experienced a 34
percent increase in student enrollment over
10 years, totaling 5,532 additional students. Last year, out of 1,300 new students entering Alabama schools, 805 of
those kids went to Shelby County Schools.
Funding is a critical issue for the Board of

Education as they adjust to the additional
administrative and capital costs created
by the annual increase of children entering the school system.
We expect the need for capital facilities
to remain persistent through the next 15
to 20 years. Projecting census figures
for school-age children; we can expect approximately 20,000 additional school age
children in Shelby County. Allowing that
all of these school age children will not
attend Shelby County Schools, the typical
school size for Shelby County Schools is
between 700 and 1,000 students. We can
estimate that the Board of Education will
need to build approximately one new school
per year by 2020 to maintain our quality
of life in Shelby County.

Public Safety
Shelby County is served by twelve police
departments. Eleven of these police departments are city police departments and
serve areas contained within their jurisdictional boundaries. In addition to providing police support to unincorporated

The County Sheriff’s
Office has 98 sworn
police officers, 5 reserve officers and 56
supporting staff including dispatchers,
detention officers,
records clerks and
administrative personnel. The remaining city departments
each have their own
staff consisting of a
combined total of 360
full time and 4 part
time sworn-in officers, 9 reserve officers and 147 full time
and 8 part time support staff.
The Sheriff’s Office staffs two police stations and three substations. The main station located at the county adult jail in
Columbiana is fully manned and the North
Shelby station at Heardmont Park operates with clerical support and a cyclical
officer presence. The remaining substations are located at the Shelby County Airport, and the Chelsea and Wilsonville City
Halls. Each jurisdiction with a police department has a main station. In addition
to the main police station, Hoover and Alabaster have substations in their jurisdictional areas.
Each of the police departments, excluding
Montevallo, Columbiana, Vincent and Wilton
participate in the D.A.R.E. (Drug Abuse
Resistance Education) and provide one or
more School Resource officers. D.A.R.E.
is a police officer-led series of classroom
lessons that teaches children from kindergarten through 12th grade how to resist peer pressure and live productive drug
and violence-free lives. The School Resource Office provides a police presence

A P
ath to the Futur
e
Path
Future

Shelby County, the cities of Chelsea and
Wilsonville have a
contract with the
County Sheriff’s Office to provide a dedicated police presence.

on the school campus and provides a positive role model. The county also participates in a Drug Task Force with
Montevallo, Columbiana, Pelham and Alabaster that operates separate from the
main police force to create an environment free of illegal drugs within Shelby
County and its communities, schools and
places of work. The City of Leeds participates in a similar program with the City
of Moody.
The county has two detention facilities including the Shelby County Jail and the
County Regional Juvenile Detention Center. The Shelby County Jail is a newly
built facility completed in 2004. It began
operation in June of the same year and
has a capacity of 512 inmates requiring
minimum to maximum security. The Juvenile Detention center can house 34 juveniles and provides a restricted environment while legal action is pending. Both
county facilities are located in Columbiana.
Shelby County is served by 31 fire departments. Fourteen districts are municipal fire departments which, as of 2004,
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cover about 332
square miles; with a
few cities covering areas beyond their limits. Twelve departments serving 283.02
square miles are volunteer fire departments
with informal response
area agreements; volunteer companies are
not created by law and
can only request dues
within their service areas. Five departments
are legally created entities, whose districts
cover 106.54 square
miles, and are funded
by mandated dues collection within their respective boundaries.
The remaining 30.60
square miles of the
county have no first response fire protection
(response not guaranteed) with 7.73 square miles having secondary response arrangements. The Alabama Forestry Commission responds to
forest fires throughout the county no matter the location but does not have the equipment to fight structure fires.
A volunteer fire department is a department staffed with 80 percent volunteers.
Besides the aforementioned 12, another
six fire volunteer departments - four municipal and two legally created fire districts - exist. Having a volunteer fire department as compared to a paid department, is not necessarily a negative. For
example Wilsonville and Montevallo, which
have Insurance Service's Office (ISO) ratings of Class 5 and Class 3, respectively,
compare favorably to the paid companies
of Alabaster and Pelham, also having Insurance Service's Office (ISO) ratings of
Class 5 and Class 3, respectively. Detrimental Insurance Service's Office (ISO)
ratings may have more to do with funding,
equipment, water supply, training, and location than whether or not a fire fighter
is paid. But drawbacks do exist for volun-

teer departments such as recruitment, retention of trained volunteers, and available volunteers within or near the response
area during a typical work day.
Protection within the County is the Insurance Service's Office (ISO) class rating
system developed to assist in setting insurance premiums. As a mechanism designed for insurance purposes, this system evaluates a district's operating conditions and capabilities and assigns
weights to pertinent factors such as fire
dispatch (10 percent), fire departments
(50 percent), and water supply (40 percent) to arrive at a score, ranging from
Class 1 (best) to Class 10 (worst). Split
classifications occur in which the first number refers to properties within both five
road miles of a fire station and 1,000 feet
of a fire hydrant, while the second number may either be a Class 8 or 9 which
refers to properties within five road miles
of a fire station but outside 1,000 feet of a
fire hydrant or a Class 10 which refers to
properties outside five road miles of fire
station. Water supply has a major impact

As municipalities annex into a non-municipal coverage area,
those districts shrink,
with potentially mixed
consequences. On the
positive side, an area
annexed by a city having a lower Insurance
Service's Office (ISO)
rating than its previous district clearly benefits. However, should
the annexed area have
an inadequate water
supply and/or include
lands more than five
miles from the city's
nearest fire station, the
Insurance Service's Office (ISO) rating for
the municipality increases. Legislatively
created fire districts are also financially
affected, because of provisions of a 1999
law that allows annexed property owners
to opt out of such districts by either paying a one-time fee of six times the annual
dues or continuing to pay such dues for
eight years, thus decreasing their funding
base.

Landfill
Shelby County operates a 110-acre, nonhazardous waste, Subtitle 'D' landfill between Calera and Columbiana. The landfill is comprised of various cells depending
on the type of solid waste. A seventeen
acre Municipal Solid Waste (MSW) cell, an
18.5 acre MSW cell, a 15 acre Industrial,
Construction, and Demolition (IC&D) cell,
and a transitional five acre C&D cell (in
use until the 15 acre IC&D cell is capped)
currently exists at the landfill. Although
full with over a million tons of solid waste,
the smaller MSW cell, which was placed
into operation in 1997, will not be capped
until the adjacent larger MSW cell is
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on the overall rating;
the overall score is affected by needed fire
flows, distribution networks, fire hydrant distribution, and actual
availability.

capped in approximately seven years thus
allowing more waste to be placed on top of
the smaller one and both cells being leveled off with a four to one slope.
In 2002, Shelby County purchased an additional 250 acres adjacent to the landfill.
This acquisition should handle waste disposal options until 2035. The first cell
constructed in this addition will be a C&D
cell, which should be in operation in 2004.
No IC&D cells will be constructed in the
future, as new regulations require that industrial waste that entered such cells now
must be deposited within MSW cells. Once
the present IC&D cell is capped or entombed with 18 inches of clay, a C&D cell
can be placed on top.
An average of 750 tons of garbage and
trash per day is received at the landfill
and such waste is evenly split. Not only
do companies such as BFI and Waste Management haul loads to the landfill, but municipalities like Columbiana, Montevallo,
and Vincent haul to the landfill as well.
Besides receiving solid waste from within
the boundaries of the county, Bibb, Chilton,
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and Talladega counties also use the landfill. A convenience center onsite to receive solid waste delivered in person by
residents. The landfill operation is selfsustaining and runs solely from revenue
generated from disposal fees. Presently,
$19 per ton is charged for internally generated county solid waste and $30 per
ton for solid waste generated outside the
county.
Recycling operations are conducted
curbside by the cities of Alabaster, Hoover,
and Pelham, and by Shelby County through
a series of drop off
sites (three current
and three proposed)
strategically located
throughout the county
in unincorporated areas.
The Shelby
County Board of Education, the University
of Montevallo, and
Jefferson State Community College operate
recycling programs.

Ê Resource Center to provide consulting
services among the libraries, and
Ê Special Services Center to cater to specific clientele such as senior citizens, children, the homebound, and Hispanics.
Eight of the public libraries are departments of municipal government, while the
North Shelby Library is a library district
created by law with defined boundaries
and taxing authority. Library policies are
determined within the eight municipal libraries by appointed library boards, however in the case of North Shelby Library,

Public Libraries
The Public Libraries of
Shelby County System
is a voluntary collection of 11 public libraries, which honor one
library card and share
a collective database
of more than 280,000
items. Harrison Regional Library, the County library, serves
seven major roles;
Ê Technical Services Center to act as system administrator for the countywide circulation system,
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Ê Shelby Information Network Center to
act as hub of countywide computer resource network,
Ê Reference Center to provide a centralized collection of reference materials,
Ê Distribution Center to transfer materials among the libraries,
Ê Administration Center to administer
and distribute State and Federal funds,

Fun Go Holler Park - Pelham

the library board is elected. Though these
nine public libraries are administered separately from the Harrison Regional Library,
they are linked to it via a mutual contractual agreement for system services with
terms outlining the roles and duties of all
public libraries which include providing
library services to Shelby County residents
outside their legal service areas and supplying certain services free of charge. A
county branch library exists in Chelsea
until the city officially takes over its operations after the construction of its city
hall and the appointment of a library
board. The following map illustrates the
location and type of library in the County.

Park Attractions

General Location

Almont Park

Basketball Court, Swing Set, Tot Lot, Walking Path,
Picnic Pavilions, Grills

Montevallo / Almont Area

Beeswax Creek Park
Lay Lake area
Forest Parks
Heardmont Park
Shelby Park
SportsFirst
1996 Fields
Sports Blast
Gorman Park
Chelsea Recreational
Park
Cahaba Lily Park
Fun Go Holler Park
George W. Roy
Recreational Park
Columbiana Sports
Complex
Columbiana

Basketball Court, Volleyball Court, Boat Dock,
Fishing, Nature Walking Trails, Group Pavilion W/
grills, Restrooms
2 Basketball Courts, Tot Lot, Soccer Field, Swing
Set, Nature Trails, Restrooms
Lighted Tennis Courts, Lighted Walking Trails, 9
Baseball Fields, Play Meadows, 3 Soccer Fields,
Tot Lot & Swing Sets, Walking Track
Baseball Field, Playground & Swings, Two Picnic
Pavilions, Walking Track

Beeswax Creek, Lay Lake
Highway 280 / between Co.
Roads 41 & 43
Cahaba Valley Road
Shelby / Co. Road 42 & 302

6 Soccer Fields, Picnic, Walking Trails

Highway 280 / Co. Road 41

2 Indoor Soccer Fields
Boat Ramp, Pier, Group Pavilion, Picnic Areas,
Walking Trail
Athletic Field, Playground & Swings, Restrooms,
Pavilion, Walking Trail
Playground , Swing Set, Restrooms, Picnic Areas, 4
Pavilions w/grills, Walking Trails
1 Softball Field, Playground, Lighted Walking Trail,
1 Basketball Court
Paved Walking Trail, Playground, Swings, 4
Pavilions, Restrooms
Four-field Baseball Complex, Football/Soccer Field,
Playground, Swings, Pavilions, Lighted Paved
walking Track, Parking

Highway 280 / Co. Road 41
Vincent / Coosa River
Chelsea / Co. Road 39
Helena / Co. Road 52
Pelham / I-65
Calera / 2nd Avenue
Columbiana / McDow Road

Orr Park
Montevallo

Three baseball fields, Paved Walking Trail,
Playground, Pavilions, Restrooms, Large Play
Meadow

Montevallo / Downtown

Veterans Park

Five-Field Baseball Complex, Playground, Swings,
Lighted Paved Walking Trail, Pavilions, Restrooms

Alabaster / Highway 119

Vandiver Park

Paved Walking Trail, Playground, Swings, Pavilions,
Parking

Vandiver / Co. Road 43

Oak Meadow Park

Playground , Swing Set, Picnic Areas, Play
Meadow, Pavilions, Paved & Lighted Walking Trail

Wilsonville / Co. Road 103

Donahoo Park

Paved & Lighted Walking Trail, Playground, Swing
Set, Pavilions, Play Meadow

Harpersville / Co. Road 79

Parks and Open Space
A variety of parks, open space, and recreational opportunities are offered through
County, municipal and state facilities including Alabama's largest
state park, Oak Mountain
State Park.

by partnering with local area organizations through Shelby County's Park
& Recreation Grant Program, the
county has used its $1.6 million investment to leverage more than $8
million dollars in 89 park and recreational projects throughout the county.
In eight years, this aggressive and
unique program has assisted local governments, schools, and non-profit organizations in such development as
new baseball, softball, and soccer
fields, lighting existing or new facilities, dugouts, press boxes, concession
stands, irrigation, gazebos, landscaping, playgrounds, and restrooms.
Through the county's health and community investment, residents can
choose a facility to enjoy a variety of
amenities for all ages including walking trails, ball fields, playgrounds and
play meadows.
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Existing Land Use
The Existing Land Use Map was derived from 2001 Tax Assessor records
based on property class, improvement
codes, and ownership. Residential, commercial, and industrial uses are predominant along the I-65 / US Highway 31 and
the US Highway 280 corridors from one

Beginning with the 1996
General Development Plan,
Shelby County has committed to approximately $12
million for capital recreation
projects at 18 county facilities. For some of these
projects, the County has
partnered with local municipalities to provide more opportunities for local residents. These parks range
in size from large parks as
Veterans Park, Heardmont
Park, and Beeswax Park to
smaller venues such as
Almont Park. Additionally,
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county line to the other with a heavy residential swath existing between the two corridors north of Oak Mountain State Park,
which shows as Recreational. Intense commercial concentrations occur within these
corridors along their northern segments.
Although rural in nature, residential uses
exist along the State Highway 25 corridor
that stretches from Wilton to Leeds with
commercial uses centered in the downtowns along the route. Aerial photographs
from 2001 indicate that timberlands, a
component of Agricultural uses, exist in
the western, central, and northeastern areas, and mining of limestone and coal occurs in the southwestern area. Institutional uses include government properties,

religious facilities, and schools. Utilities
uses comprise private and public facilities
involved with electric, water, and sewer
networks as well as transportation facilities such as airports.
Our communities have a landscape that
has developed and changed over time.
These landscapes are a reflection of the
gradual process of the history of people,
prosperity, and place. Development and
land succession continually responds to
this complex interaction. The made form
is the resulting pattern of our influences
on the land. By appreciating the influences on our communities, we can identify
the opportunities to effect change.

